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Ae oh LABOR SITUATION IN SUGAR BEETS 
UALBEUR COUNTY, OREGON, AND VIC NETY 1/ 


FARM LABOR STRUCTURE 


a 
he sugar beet industry in valheur County dates back te 1935. Very soa. 
sreages were planted in that end the following year but the industwry started in 
synest im 1937. Work waa started on the construction of the Analgamated Sugar 
snpeny plant in that year and it began operation in 1938. Acreages have ioe 
reased as rapidly as Government regulations would pernit. Figures in "The 
eet Grover," published by the Amalgamated Sugar Company which contracta sil 
me local acreage, indicate thet acreages in the district im 1999 were 16,321, 
nm 1940, 19,068, and in 1941, 14,181. The contracted acreage in 1942 is 29,425, 
‘more than double that of the previous year. Approximately half of this acre- 
se is located in Malhew Cowty and the remainder in adjacent Ideho counties. 


is asroa has oaly recently been reclaimed for agriculturel purposes. Even 

4% five and one-half million acres in Malhnew Comty are devoted to grazing 
compared with 137,C0O0 acres in crops. The 1940 Census of Agriculture indicates 

C00 acres wers in hay, 6,000 in corn, 17,000 in wheat, 11,400 in barley, and 

4400 in cats. In that year there were 6,293 acres in sugar beets, 4,507 ecres 

1 potatoes, and 1,815 ecres in vegetables including onions, levtuce, and peas< 


be 4,000 acres of beans this year anc 12,800 acres in suger beets. 


or requirenents have risen rapidly with the increase in field and truck 
2 The beet companies have been jnstrimental in bringing outside labor 
she area in order to thin and harvest the beet crop. The peal labor need 


‘county is at beet—thinning time when from 1,000 te 1,500 workers are nescied 
andle this operation. The topping and loading operation in the fell can bs 


This is an area of small farms averaging from 50 te & seres in size and with 
to 30 acres in sugar beets. The growers use labor only at the peak seasons 
ni have very little use for it) from December 1 to ay 1. Work in the ortions, 
tatees, lettuce, hay, ami seed crops Tollow the beet thinning and gives employ. 


, through the season until the beet harvest. 


he population is very sparse, averaging less than 2 persons per square mile 
ad offers but Little opportunity for the development of a Lecal labor supply. 
y workers are much more numerous than hired workers, numbering 3,009 and 


2 of jume 12 > 1941. By Win. He Ketwler, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
soley, California | 


Ay 


| | ie wen WO» In Septexber 1939 there were 2,764 femily workers 
6 hired workers. Mone of these figures, however, represent the peak of 

we Seascn. Of the 2,545 farms emmerated in the 1940 census, 1,467 had 

ul wages for Kived labor. Average wage payments, however, wore quite small, 

ting a short period of eaploynent per fara. 


yield of sugar beets in this area is quite high, 16.9 tons per secre last year, 
owers feel thet they could meet any competition, if they only had large 
ough labor supply to handle the situations 


THS FARM LABOR SITUATION 


se difficulty was expertenead in obtaining farm Laber for the best harvest last 
and workers took advanteve of the situation to bid wages above the Government 
le Subsequently when suger company officials tried to get a sign-up of | 
),000 aeres so ag te keep their plants operating to capacity they had difficulty 
2 persuading the farmers that sufficient labor would be availiable to handle their 
eets. Appeals were made on the basis of patriotism and on the promise that the 
suges* company would bring in 4,000 Mexicans to teke care of the crops Company 
officials asked the FSA te open ite mobile camp, which it refused to do as the 
Beaks ving season was still a month away amd the FSA didn't care to have a group of 
TOK ers on its hands with nothing for them tea do. 


o 


| . 4 Aver se weather conditions complicated the situetion. The carly beets came up 

o very Slowly end spring rains kept the workers oub of ‘he field for the first two 
' weeks of the thinning season. ‘he demand for workers then became quite acutee 
,iecording to the manager of the Amals ted Sugar Company, one-half of the beet 
titinning is normally done by localisbor while the other half is done by trangLent 
teriecans and whites who come up firom California, Very few of these transient | 

- yworkers put in en appearance this year, and they usually went to large growers 

had employed them for the past several years. 


Aa 


Ak 


- ‘These transient workers, furthermore, were very hard to please. They wanted 315 

am sere for the thinning, good housing, and other advantages which they had bean 
sable to obtain further south. ‘The farmers were unwilling to meet their demands 
end they mede relatively few contracts with these workers. On the other hand, 
their demands did raise the wage rates for thinning. 

a f ‘ 

«Growers began exerting pressure on the sugar company to do something to save 
ri ‘their beets. According to a representative of the company, it searched for workers 
alll over the coast and paid transportation costs for more than 500 workers. These 
- oseple proved te be but Little more satisfactory than those who had come in earlier. 


Chlef sufferers in the situation were those farmers who had no experience in 
 yustling beet thinners, those whe had no housing facilities, those whose fields 
were weedy or in poor condition, those who had planted late, and those who lived 
farther away from the centers of population. | 
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3 as to the amount of labor shortage vary widely. The UST yoports 
, only ‘700 people have been working while /.,000 are actually necessary 
:of the season, Beet company officials indicated that 1,000 Japanese, 
on toe the loeal. labor, could have handled the situation nizelys The 290 
no did oy dak not arrive until the latter part of May when much of the thinning 
| alre Ones i 


contrast with these statements are the estimates of the county agent to the 

that a total of 1,200 workers covld handle all. the thinning. This would 

a few hundred more than are already et work. The local Farm Security 
sor was inclined in the same direction. He felt that am additional thousand 
8 in the commmity would mean that some people would have to be carried on 

¢ assistance rella all the time. ) | 


Miveussions with farmers indicated there was much more hysteria over shortage 

ban was actually necessary. Some had even thinned beets that were hardly of 
(qaorcial grade, The hysteria was fomented partially by the sugar beet company 
isich had meny thousands of dellers out in crap loans to the growers. 


he local USES manager is very anxious to obtain the good will of the growers 

and of the sugar company. He resinded the interviewer that no basis existed for 

 agcurate estimates and did not care to have his figures examined as they were 
‘confidential. 


- company figures on the proportion of the acreage thet had been thinned wers 
Ngonfidential" as company officials were not willing to tell the farmers 
the sugar beets were $5 percent thinned for fear thet they might "let down" 
e@ job. Many of their statements to the interviewer were made for "strategic" 
ns and did not tally with the figures taken from their records. They regard 
as essential to get as many workers into the area as possible so that their 
pment of the beet industzy in the erea will not be hindred. They feel that 
area is ideally suited to sugar beets and that enough additional acreage 
be planted to beets to supply another factory. — | 


THE PLOW-UP OF SUGAR BEBYS 


‘Low-up of beets in this area has normally been very light. This is partially 
> the fact that only the best acreage has been planted to beete. imal gamated 
. Company records indicate that of 13,989 acres planted in the district in 
LO4 13 3699 acres were hervested. In addition, 146 acres that had been contracted 
for were not planted, so the total loss in acreage was only 436. 
= \ : 
‘Total loss of beet acreage up to dune 6 of thie year was 919 acres. ° Largest loss 
was of between 300 and 400 acres damaged by a severe hall storme Marginal and subs 
marginal lends had been planted to beets this year end some of the ‘loss was due to 
“oor stand of beets on such acreages or to the fact that the land was too weedy’, 
. ing to a field man for the Amalgamated Sugar Company, the total acreage of 
ets plowed under because they had became too big to thin was between 165 
70 ; 


- 
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is still a p sibility thet nore beeta will be plowed wider, As in case of 
alroady plowed up, the reason will be largely that the 7 of beets 

ite poor Actes the weeds have badly outstripped then. Agricultural agency 
ntatd. ves in the county indicated that quite a few flelds of this type sti 12 


tements of ths various suger company officlais have not Peet entirely COM — 

mt as to how much of the plow-up has been due to labor shortage. Some of them 
under great obligation to overstate the loss due to labor shortage in order 
‘et permission to import as many Japanese or Mexican laborers as possible. 


owers also use the threat of plow-up in order to obtain workers from the suger: 
ny as soon as possible. They fecol that the sugar company virtually promised 
a Labor supply and are using a great anocunt of pressure in order to make the 
r live uw to its PROMLESS« , 


Sta tem nts of plow-up of bests in 5 area due to shortage of Labor should be 
regarded with great cautione Releases to the press have not been at all careful 
in indicating what the situation actually is. Instead of this they have been marie 
in an effort to ebtain as many oubside labarers as possible, 


WAGHS, HOURS, AND PERQUISITES _ 


orevi.ous years the minimum wage rates established by the Government have been 
led as fixed rates, These rates in 1940 and 1941 were: 


ing, 88 per acre or 40 cents per hour's 
st hoging, $2 pex acre or 35 cents per hours 
: xd and subsequent hoeings 61 Loe acre or 35 cents per hour. 


stablished rates for 1942 are: 


4 ng, $9.50 per acre or 45 conte per hour. 
, hoeing $3 per acre or sa cents per hour. 
d and subsequent, hoeings $2 per acre or 40 cents per hour's 


3 ically none of the beets were thinned this year at the Covermment rate. The 
Lest contracts were made at $10 per acre and some farmers have recently had to 
as much as S15 or Blé. Most of the beets, however, wore thinned at around 

2 per acre, Wage rates were erp forced up by the Mexicans who moved in 
from California and asked for $15 an acre 


Tada of students for thinning has brought up the issue of hours of labor. the 
farmers have been notified by the AAA office that they are to exploy no children 
nder 14 years of age and that those between 14 and 16 can only work & hours in 

ood ark There ae been some seltat tion for eecep ees of mew regulations 


Reser growers in the area have cabins and comps on ee, farus., These have 
ie great advantage in obteining and, oh sem a supply of laborers. FSA. camps 
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a) have been aes by ‘such one who persuaded the families te move 
ai on eabinse | 


are two mobile FSA campa in the area. The one at Hyssa Had 56 occupants , 
Mexican, untL) the Japanese came ine The camp at Pruitland at the presernt 
has only 4 or 5 families in it. Camp managers explain that the transient 

re have not pub in an appearance this year and the few that have come in 

@ stayed but a short time, A semi-permanent FSA camp is else to be erected near 
this sumer, It is badly needed as the equipment et the present camp at 

Ba is both old and inadequate. 


ials of the sugar company bave been quite critical of the FSA camp facilities 
have broken down on several occasions since such a lerge nuuber of Japanese 
come to it. They also indicate that euch carps are constructed for families 
have a large amount of their own equipment but thet their facilities are in- 
uate elyher for single men, such as ordinarily do the beet work, or for the 
ese who have hed to leave all their household goods behind. The company has 
to furnish the oo with cookLng utenslis, beds and bedding, electric lights, 
other gba ei 


USE OF CITIZEN LASOR 


nS © le for using citizen workers in order to meet the labor situation was 
sted as early as the middle of Tebruary by local students of labor needs. 
mat time the secretary of the ontario Chamber of Commerce suggested thet 
assmen should close their stores one dey in the week in order to handle the 
=) > beets and other crops. Actual plans for this activity were worked ont dur- 
» ing the latter part of May when it became clear that outside labor would not ba 
 @ lable in sufficient mmbers to do the job. Igahe toms were already using 

3 mI Gents and other citigens in the beet fields. 


 Aprangenents were made for all stores to remain closed mtil 11 A» M. and all 
citizens except meabers of the mxlical profession were to work in the beet fields 
from 5 As Me to 10 As Me These hours were later changed to 7 Ae He ~ 12 noon by 
the citigens of Ontavio who found the other hours to be oe lenge. Appropriate 
‘placards where furnished for their show windows by the U. 5. Emoloyment Service | 

¥ a These yeaa? 

; *tlosed until 1 Ps Ue 

Dally Sxcent Saturday 
Everyone Thioning Bests" 


| By this time citizen Laborers were being recruited in many tows end cities in 
idaho. The local movement, started off with a good deal of enthusiasm. Townd 
people went out in their own cars and thinned beets because they felt that it was 
pert of the war effort. They went out every day for a week in Ontario and for 
to. weeks in Nyssa and Vale. Closing of stores in these toms was practically 
00 mee 
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ion to the idea in all these comunities. Some people felt 
y to be sick or to be away on business at the time. The largest numbers 
ma Ue S. linployaent Service orders were 125 each at Ontario and Nyssa 

in at Vale » according to the manager of the U, S. Buployment Service. 


as to the total. acreage thinned by these volunteer workers varied from 
(70002 Pwo morel effects of the effort are regarded, however, as being 

r@ impertant than the acreage thinned, First of ali, it. encouraged the | 
to refrain from plowing up their beets; im the second place, it encouraged 
use members cf their om families for fleld work. Quite a number of fanners 
nestioned the propriety of such lebor for white people, According to the 

ox of the Amalgemated Sugar Company, it had resulted directly or indirectly 
wing from 3,000 to 4,000 acres of beets, | 


or aspect of the volunteer Labor situation was in comunection with the schools. 
them closed the school year early in order to permit school children to 

lp with the beet thinning. This also made their buses available for hauling 
rkers to and from the fields, , 

the time this report is written, approximately 25 students meet each morning 

in front of the U. S. “sployment Service office end are taken by farmers to their 

fields. According to Raployment Service officials they thin from one-tenth to one- 
bird acre per day. fy oa 


ny comments are made to the effect that people have gotten so "soft" that they 
see unwilling to get out and do real physical labor, Such people feel that they 
‘neve to work Like that in order to make a living." Some farmers also stated 
hey would “rather not raise beets than to have to get out and thin then." 
to do this type of labor will probably limit ite use to periods of extrene 


As 


THE IMPORTATION OF JAPANESE LABOR 


‘were a small number of depencse, 369, engaged in farming in Lelhour Coumty 
e beginning of the war with Japan: These people were generally hard-working , 
biding, and successful. Their loyalty was unquestioned except in the case 
* two Japanese who were arrested at Vale in April 1942. The Eastern Oreron 
ver of April 16, 1942, described thea as Japanese aliens who had been farm 
“nea Ontario. Guns, short wave radios, and 34,000 yen in Japanese money were 
1 in their pessession, They were subsequently freed. 


a 


iy 
= 


as, The total nunber coming in during this period has been estimated at from 


| 
{ t 
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Citizens, newspapers, and civic groups expressea’ spposition to this move- 
he Japanese. The Ghanber of Camerce at both Vale and lyssa passed 
ons against permitting the Japanese to ow or lease land in the area. 
ar resolution was passed by the Malhour County Agricultural Labor gub- 


ed or gold to thom. 


st drastic action against the Japanese was taken by the Vale Chamber of 

rc@. According to the fastern Oregon Observer of March 19, it wired 

r Sprague of Oregon in part as follows: "We will not allow these people 
te in our community wiless; They are solonized or concentrated in groups; 

e U. Ss Army provide ample supervision and keep them under surveillance 

L timess that they be not permitted to buy or leaso lands; that they be taken 
this area at the end of the quorgency...e<-ve urge that immediate action be 


? ken before the people take matters into their own hands." 


ernor Sprague replied to their resolution by stating that Japanese who were 
erican citizens could hot be prevented from purchasing or leasing lands aither 
the State or by the Federal. Government. . 


Phe situation was further complicated by a report that a Japanese concentration 
camp was to be located near Nyssa to house 10 ,000 evacuees. This resulted in still 
re resolutions against selling or leasing land to the Japanese. 


asis of the opposition to the Japanese was expressed as follows by the 

ry of the Nyssa Chamber of Comserces "The Japanese are simply adept at 
the crops we have here. They have low stendards of Mving and can drive 
ms cut of the business. We have to protect what has been built up here." 


Lltration ef Jepanese was stopped by the U. 5. War Department order freon 
, Japenese in thelr existing residences until they could be evacuated. In 


to President Hoosevelt, however, and he granted it. The request had 
x from 500 to 1,500 Japanese and 400 were to be sent. 
the p x ran of getting the depanese into the area proved to be a difficult ones 
ilitary authorities were loathe to relax their reculations and many of the 
Japanese were afraid to come to an area in which the people had passed such strong 
vesolutions against thea. Local. Japanese assisted in the situation by wirlng to 
those in the camp that they would be ontirely safe hero. 
The first group of Japanese arrived in the area on May 22. There were only 15 
in the group instead of the 400 that had been promised. On May 28, 43 more 
anese arrivede There are 289 in the local FSA camp oat the present time. Hot 
1 of these are workers. Some are too young and others are too old but, in 
al, both men and women, boys and girls have engared in the beet thinning. 
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ed sae 2  Gonpany has S40 per person invested in the evacuees. 

udes transportation, meals, cooking equipuent , bedding, alectrie lights, 
her expenditures, They have filled the lccal FSA camp to overflowing. In 
facilities have broken down on several, oncasions and the camp is not em 

‘ Bo thors to aes that number of NOODLE « The whites and Mexicans who 


or ee the sugar company ren the Saha staan as Mecrv ieee ts as pos 

e All farmers who have had an opportiumity to use the Japanese are enthusiastic 
_ their work, They do the work very conscientiously and do not attempt to bid 

ip the wage rate as many workers have done. Although a large number of the 

Japanese were unused to farm labor they kept at the job quite steadily. 


farmers have tried to monopolize thedganese workers by keeping then for 

; * tasks after their beet thinning was done. The sugar company has tried toe 
ravent this. Other farmers appear at the camp and ask for them for lettuce and 
nion work. Conpany officials realize that they wlll have a difficult time to 
ep the Japanese from going into these and other types of farm wort. 


whe Japaneses are paid the regular wage scale » though some farmers are inclined 

fer @ proniun in order to get them. They are hauled to and from the camp 

day in sugar company trucks. Thoy seen quit te hapoy in their new location 

are. writing to their friends to came and join them, They have a commund ty 

hen in which they prepare their om meals. A deputy sheriff is on duty at 
imes to sea that everything goes as it showld. The Jepanese are granted 

ts to go to towa and obtain necessities and the like. This privilege is 

ie sparingly, however’. 

; te , 

ny officials indicate + nat the Japanese wiil be needed badly wntil December 1. 

%, they state that they will actually need 1,000 in order to be able to 

all the beets and other cropze The Jipanese can be used in the Lettuce, 

» «nd seed crope to very good advantage, Their officials feol that it would 

itirely safe for the Japanese te live in the farmers! camps, which usually 

much more confortable than the FSA camps. ‘wo CCC campe are available, how~ 
which ere aiso in good condition. An additional FSA camp is under construc- 

zk itis felt that adequate facilitics will exist for all the workers that 


panese are working under 8 desire to prove their loyalty to the United States. 
re has been one exception to this rules One evacuees was quite bitter and in- 
venced eight other men into activities and expressions that were not deemed da-~ 
ab 9 These Japanese were returned to the Portland concentration canp. The 
Geabera of the camp were reported as quite hseppy to have them senb aways 

: ‘he feeling is stall common in the area that they do not want the Japanese to om 

rent land and that they should be returned when the emergency is over. A’ 
of farmers who use year~eround labor would be glad to have Japanese families 


r with then tough the winters In general, however, there is very little need 
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ho last several. days 26 Japanese workers have been sent to lebor camps on 
of the large farms in the areas To woat extent this action may immobilize 
s of the Japanese workers is a question. 


amy of the tommspeople oxpress resentment against the Japanese, partially due to 

% that a largo nusber of the people in this area have relatives in the 4rny 
alia, Hawaii, and other PaciMe territories. They feel that the Japanese 
not be cared for se well nor be paid such high wages when our own soldiers 
prisoners of the Japanese ave probably being mistreated. Only one instance 
‘lL viclence was reported. In a neighboring town an American farmer saw a 
Japs @ina hardware store. He was somewhat distraight over the recent loss of 

on at Bataan and seised a pitchfork and made for the Japanese shouting, "There'3 
2 of these _—s Jeps now." He was prevented from doing any bodily injury. the 

tion does illustrate, however, that if mamy losses are experienced in the 
ific avea, local difficulties may easily result. 


~ 


ACTIVITIES OF VARIOUS AGENCIES 


&@e Farm Labor 3ubcombttes 
Farm Lebor Subcom«ttee was organized in February with the County Agent as 
“an ani the manager of the U» 5. Buployment O-rfice, as secretary. Several 
@ and a representative of the sugar campany were aisa om the committee. 
activity at its flest meeting on Tebruawy 26 was to discuss waya and means 
ming the farmers from bidding against each other for labor. There was some 
sion of conducting a farm lsbor survey but the task was regardec. as too 
te 


arch the Subcomaittee was approached on the question of utilising Japanese as 
gaborers. The group recommended that they be employed as laborers but that 

shovld be leased or sold to theme Us S. Eaployment Service officiais 

sated that citizen laborers would have to be used in place of the 2,000 

ents who came inte the area in previous years to do the seasonal farm works 


ont activities of the Coumittee were along the Lines of securing citizen 
panese Labor and were pretty well. merged into activities of the Chamber of 
> ae sugar company, snd the Employment Service. The Committee has acted 
as a clearing-house for ideas and information and the drive for laborers 
en conducted by the other agencies mentioned. 


bs The Chember of Commerce 

ta he ; 

embers of Comuerce in the area have been highly alert on the labor situations 
ecretary of the Ontario Chamber of Comnerce suggested as early as the middle 
sbruary that methods of using citizen labor would have to be organized. The 

x of Commerce met with the Farm Labor Subcommittee in regard to the employ- 

1b of Japanese and later wired to the war Relocation Authority, to Governor Sprague, 
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to President Roosevelt in regard to the use of Japanese. 


f 


iicated in the section on “Importation of Japanese Labor, the Chamber of — 
e at Vale had wired the Governor to keep the Japanese out defore citigens 
matter in theiy ow hands. This acted as quite a hendicap in the im- 
| ion of the Japanese whe were afraid of the type of treatment they might 

celve in this locality. 


Ge The United States paployment Service 


na United States Eaployment office has been very active in recruiting defense _ 
vrkers and the manager claims to have sent 900 fvom this area to defense industries « 
wners have been inclined as a result to be rather critical of the Service because 
has drained their labor supply away at waces with which they are entirely wi~ 

Le to compete. A second charge against them ls that they are ymable to supply 

sw workers able to meet the farmerst seeds. There is no deep feltentagonism 

ainst thia agency, however, such as calsts in California. 


sis office works vory closely with the sugar company awd in some ways expresses 
S point of view. ‘Their reports, for example, indicate that 4,000 people are 
esa for the beet thinning. Actually from 1,200 to 1,500 workers can do the 
ioe ‘The beet company is anxious to have 2 surplus of labor to dangle before the 
mers! eyes so that they will not be inelined to grow other crops that require 
SS iabor than sugar beetse 

The Bmployment Service has been highly active both in bringing about the importa- 
tion of depanese labor and in organiging cltisens to work in the fields. It is 


s 


caged with the sugar company in using the Japanese labor to the best ad~ 


‘ne manager of the augar company indicates that the Us Se Buployment Service could 
3 much more offective in meeting a situation Like the present one if they had 
guer to reeruit and transport workers. They do not have large enough a field 
» to go out and get the workers thet are necded. Consequently, the sugar 
my must take all such responsibilities on itself and it is riot welleequippec. 
A handbi.ll indicative of the effort of thie agency to obtain workers 1s attached 
, re ¥ | 4 / 

Pe. 3-5 a. The Sugar Company 
Ai, the beet acreage in this area has been contracted by the Amalgamated Sugar 
Company, which feels something of a paternal attitude in the situation. Lts major 


ro. 


BEET THINWERS 


ey! Smeriean sugar bowie will be short at leest sixteen million — 
(16,000,000) pounds of Malheur County sugar next year unless iime- 

diate relief can be found by sugar beet grewers in their search 

for thimning help. Growers near Vale and Jamieson are facing the 

lose of not less then 4000 acres of beets that can be saved if 

help can be found at once. One theusand (1600) workers can save 

the crop in a week or less if citizens of Southeastern Oregon and 

Southwestern Idaho respond. 


Sixteen million (16,000,006) pounds of sugar wlil supply 
one-half (4) pound weekly to 615,384 people for one year or will 
provide the materiel to make sufficient powler to fre 22,850 sixteen 
inch gums once. Your nearest U. 5. Euployment Service Office can 
supply you with full information as to wages that wlll be paid and 
means of transportation to the fields, ‘he situetion is acute and 
every day means serious loss. Your J. S« Heploymant office will 
assist and direct you to fields where help is needed. 


Be Busses will be available at the Ontario, Vale, and Nyssa 
 ‘Baployment office for free transportation of workers to the fields. 
Wages will be at prevailing rates. f 
The situation to date is this; 21,000 acres of beets tere 
planted in the Nyssa factory ares, of these 1,000 acres are now 
lost, 14,212 acres have been thinned, leaving 5,788 acres yet to 
thin. During the week of June 1 to June 6, 3,379 acres were thinned. 
just e Uttle more effort and the joo can be completed with no addi~ 
—tiona j Lesse . d 


UNITED STATES BMPLOTEENT SERVICE 
THE AMALGAMATED SUGAR COXNPANT 
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C me eee is Dsy acon: Lng with methods that willl reduce labor needs but 

ve not made any great headway up to the present time. It has experimented with 
8-blocking but has found that the professional thinners do not like it. 1% 
50 acres planted to segmented seed on an experimentell basis. Such plants 

Up very irregularly but did well after irrigation and may be widely used next 
yeare A topping and loading machine has been ordered but may not be delivered bee 
suse of the shortage of necessary matverLals. 


> 


2 company is ambitious to expand its operations and hopes to obtain enough of 
) u oor supply that it wlll be able to do S02 Their one handicap in expansion 
s Jack of such @ supply. 


o. The Growers 


the growers were commonly criticised because thay were inclined to wait for their 
bor supply to be brought to them rather then te hunt for workers or to use other 
nweans of handling the situation themselves. Even when citizen laborers same out 

i their farms some said ak would rather aaced out their beets than go out and 
thin them theaselves. 


be farmers » however, were quite helpless in the situation and hated to be de~ 
| lendent, on the sugar company for their labor supply. The manager of the sugar 
| mp ny says that some of them will not plant beets again for ten years because 
> their unfortunate Lael aca this year. 


ack of cooperative dear in meeting the situation was obvious in several weys. 
he more wo-and-coming farmers seeured the early crewe that came into the area 

| monopolized their Labor even after their own thinning was done, “hen some of 
farmers were through with their workers they brought them in to town and 

ped then off in the neighborhcod of the liquor stores but did not think to re- 
port the presence of the workers to local employment service officials. 


SUMMARY 


The labor situation in the Malheur area has been very tight due to a number of 
‘£ tors; first, the doubling of the acreage in beets, second, the draining away 
bea labor to the Army and to defense industries, , third, "the nonarrival of | 

the customary seasonal workers, and fourth, the small number of nonfsrm psople 
‘thet’ could be made available in an emergency. 


The situation has beer met by concerted activity on the part of the sugar company 
officials, the Buployment Service staff, the Chamber of Commerce, and members of 
the varlous agricultural agencies. Phere has been a certain amount of friction, 
_ ghiefly over the use of Japanese and citizen labor but this did not a the 

— a to any large extent. — 
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he , are of were actually was not es great as was indicated in the varlLous 
mies to “obtain outelde Laver. Quiside labor was bedly needed but 400 workers 
i Seem to be sufficient to meet the present ami future needs. Though the 

3 from the outside came rather late in the season they still will be able 
all the cood beets in the area. ; 


‘ 9 lowup this year may be expected to be Someta lerger than usual and the 
Besticci per acre will also be less than it has been. This, however, will not 
due to labor shortage but to the fact that much of the addi tional and planted © 
3 year was of very poor quality, Some also was quite foul with weeds and could 
ot t be made ready in one season for sugar beets. An additional 300 te 400 acres 

9 ruined in a heil storm. 

moany officials may be expected to use these plow-up feures as a basis for de- 
ding more outside labor. They are afraid that the experience of the farmers 

S year may scare them out of sugar beet production unless the company can 

: ee a lerge labor force available to do the thinning end harvesting. 


tigen Labor was not economically sound but woe quite valuable as a morale builder. 
built up a- patriotic spirit and encouraged the farmers to keep their beets 
wines than to plow them under end plant some other crop. 


2 Spite of the extreme opposition to the Japanese early in the year they heve 
+s readily accepted by the farmers and should get slong with very Little trouble. 
y have done such good work as compared | with the Kexicean beet thinners that 
ammers are trying to out~bid each other to get then. Thore is a strong move~ 
nent Sewage: the farmers to get then into their individual camps. This may tend 

> make them less available to other citizens in the comamity who may need them 


en ap padiy. 


*sople in the area are sure that they reise the best sugar beets in the Nation 
a ind A feel that the Government should expedite rather than hamper the development 
the beat industry there. The present situation offers them the opportunity 
have been Looking for, provided they can get seme ues in building up 4@ . 


Fa 


sor supply. 


